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Additional Common Names

Asiatic clam, Prosperity clam, Pygmy Clam, Golden clam, Good luck clam

Asian clams. Photo: Crown Copyright 2009 - GB Non-Natfive Species Secrefariat

Origin and Spread

The Asian Clam Corbicula fluminea (Mdiller) is native to the fresh waters of eastern and southern Asia. It was likely introduced to the
West Coast of North America around 1930, initially assumed to have been imported as a food source for the immigrating Chinese
population (USACE ERDC 2007). Alternatively, it may have come in with the importation of the Giant Pacific oyster also from the
Asia (Foster 2012). Live Asian clams were first detected in US waters in 1938 in the Columbia River, Washington; the species
quickly spread across the continent and is currently found in 44 states. Corbicula was detected in the Ohio River in 1957 and
continues to spread through drainages in the Midwest and Northeast. In New York State, the Asian clam has been collected in the
running waters of central and western portions of the state, the Erie Canal from Lockport east to Clyde (shells only, colonization
status unknown), Canandaigua Lake Outlet (shells only, colonization status unknown), Canandaigua, Keuka, Otisco, Owasco, and
Seneca Lakes in the Finger Lakes, the Hudson River from Troy to Newburgh, the Wallkill River (colonization status unknown), the
Champlain Canal near Fort Edwards, Lake George, and in Massapequa Lake and a number of other ponds and streams and the
Massapequa Reservoir on Long Island.

The exact mechanism for secondary dispersal of Corbicula throughout North America is unknown, but likely involves human
activity, including bait bucket introductions, accidental introductions associated with imported aquaculture species, and intentional
introductions by people who buy them as a food item in markets (Foster 2012). Larval clams can attach to vegetation, floating debris
for long distance dispersal. There is no peer-reviewed data demonstrating long distance overland travel by juveniles as a result of
byssal attachment to trailered boats (McMahon 2012). Juvenile Corbicula are more likely to be carried in bilge and livewell water in
boats and on vegetation attached to anchors and trailers or in sediments left on anchors (McMahon 2012).The only other significant
dispersal agent is thought to be passive movement via water currents. There remains some question regarding transport by waterfowl.
Based upon Foster (2012), birds are not considered to be significant distribution vectors. Sousa, et. al. (2008) cites a number of
credible peer-reviewed sources indicating that transport on the feathers and feet of water birds is a secondary transport vector.
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ISAW Blog Corbicula fluminea

Native HUCs

HUC 8 Level Record

HUC 6 Level Record
Non-specific State Record
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Centrally located beak or umbo on shell

Outside left valve Inside right vaive
Triangular or rounded triangular shell shape

Many, coarse concentric rings on outside of shell

3 brown/purple colored radial colorbands (juveniles)

2 pair long, finely serrated lateral “teeth” per side on
right valve: 1 pair per side on left valve

3 pseudocardinal “teeth” per valve.
Interior of shell bluish white.
Most similar to native fingernail clams.

Identification characteristics for Asian clams. Graphic: Center for Biodiversity and Conservation
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Asian clams. Photo: Crown Copyright 2009 - GB Non-Native Species Secretariat

http://www.nyis.info/?action=invasive_detail&id=52[10/5/2016 2:27:44 PM]


http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/images/Asian clams NNSS 1.JPG

http://www.nyis.info/?action=invasive_detail&id=52[10/5/2016 2:27:44 PM]


http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/images/Corbicula jaxshells.JPG
http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/FactSheet.aspx?SpeciesID=92
http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/FactSheet.aspx?SpeciesID=92
http://el.erdc.usace.army.mil/ansrp/ANSIS/ansishelp.htm#html/corbicula_fluminea_asian_prosperity_pygmy_gold_or_asiatic_clam.htm#Cfluminea_General_Biology
http://terc.ucdavis.edu/research/AsianClam2009.pdf

Home State & Federal Activities Resources PRISMs & Partners
Contact us NY Invasive Species Policies National Aquatic Invasive Species Database PRISMs (Regional Partnerships)
About US Federal Invasive Species Programs Emerald Ash Borer Resources
NYIS Info Invasive Species Risk Assessments
News & Events iMaplnvasives
Invasive Species Calendar NY Invasive Species Research Institute (NYISRI)
Invasive Species News Agricultural Invaders
NYIS at Twitter (@NY InvasiveSpp)

Copyright © Cornell University 2016 ; (-;0”'“3” L-'_““"‘-“"SWY )
Cooperative Extension

http://www.nyis.info/?action=invasive_detail&id=52[10/5/2016 2:27:44 PM]


http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/images/Corbicula%20Title%20Photo.JPG
http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/files/Corbicula%20IN%20DNR%20factsheet.pdf
http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/files/Corbicula_presentation-macneill.pdf
http://www.nyis.info/user_uploads/files/Corbicula Fact Sheet RI DEM.pdf
http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/FactSheet.aspx?SpeciesID=92
http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/FactSheet.aspx?SpeciesID=92
http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/FactSheet.aspx?SpeciesID=92
http://el.erdc.usace.army.mil/ansrp/ANSIS/ansishelp.htm#html/corbicula_fluminea_asian_prosperity_pygmy_gold_or_asiatic_clam.htm#Cfluminea_General_Biology
http://www.nyis.info/index.php
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=contact
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=about
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=about#NYISInfo
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=news
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=news&type=event
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=news
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=activities
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=policies
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=programs
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=resources
http://www.aquaticinvaders.org/
http://www.nyis.info/index.php?action=eab_resources
http://www.nyis.info/?action=israt
http://www.imapinvasives.org/
http://nyisri.org/
http://www.nyis.info/?action=bugs_and_blights
https://twitter.com/#!/NYInvasiveSpp
http://www.nyis.info/?action=prism_main
http://www.nyis.info/?action=prism_partners
http://www.nyis.info/?action=prism&prism_id=1
http://www.nyis.info/?action=prism&prism_id=3
http://www.nyis.info/?action=prism&prism_id=4
http://www.nyis.info/?action=prism&prism_id=6
http://www.nyis.info/?action=prism_LIISMA
http://www.nyis.info/?action=prism&prism_id=8
http://www.nyis.info/?action=prism&prism_id=9
http://www.nyis.info/?action=prism&prism_id=10

	nyis.info
	NYIS


	1pbnZhc2l2ZV9kZXRhaWwmaWQ9NTIA: 
	form_search: 
	input5: 
	key: Enter Species Name




